


Crimes Against Trees

Trimming is serious business and
when done improperly will
compromise a tree’s health. Tree
branches have branch collars at
the point where the branch
attaches to the trunk. The collar
is often visible as a slight swollen
ridge under the branch. When a
branch is removed the collar’s
special cells allows the cut to heal
over. Always trim branches just
beyond the collar. If in doubt
make the cut further out. The
wound will never heal if you cut
inside the collar by making a
flush cut in line with the trunk.

The topping of a tree (hat racking)
is a quick way to cause its death.
A tree canopy can be thinned but
don’t overdo it so the foliage only
remains at the branch tips. This

is called lion tailing and it may

destabilize the tree in high winds.

Remove those guy wires long before
this happens.

Do not perform or be an accessory
to the act of crape murder where
limbs are amputated. Instead,

practice pencil pruning-only trim
branches no thicker than a pencil

unless it’s to correct defects such
as parallel or crossing stems.
Research shows heavy trimming
does not increase blooming. A
mature lightly trimmed crape
myrtle is truly a thing of beauty.

There is even a caveat when trim-
ming palms. Palms need living
fronds to generate energy so don’t
remove green fronds. Hurricane
cuts, where fronds are removed
leaving a V shaped head is a bad
practice that robs the tree of food
and may cause pencil pointing-a
narrowing of the trunk.

Plant a tree now to establish a
healthier environment for future
generations. Originally, Winter
Park was mostly pine flatwoods
but our forefathers had the fore-
sight to plant oak trees for us. We
are still reaping those benefits. For
more tree information check out
http:/ /hort.ifas.ufl.edu/woody.
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