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planting arca
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are it bloom for
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Confederate jasmine—now that’s a
Southern name! This woody vine
twines around whatever is handy,
making it an excellent choice to grow
on trellises, arbors, fences, light-
posts, and mailboxes. Each April and
May, the vine is hung with tiny star-
shaped blooms. The creamy petals
are pretty, but the real attraction is
the fragrance —a heady perfume that
lingers through the muggy spring
days of the Lower and Coastal South.

Confederate jasmine (Trachelosper-
mum jasminoides) grows in a thick
tangle, so trim renegade shoots in
the spring and summer to keep the
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plant neat. It may also be grown as a
ground cover, but upright shoots
must be removed to keep the vine
horizontal. (Asian jasmine— Trach-
elospermum asiaticum—lacks the
trademark fragrance but stays com-
pact, making it a better choice for
ground cover.)

Confederate jasmine’s glossy foli- ¢
age stays greeh year-round, unless .§

temperatures dip below freezing.
Cold-damaged leaves will turn brown
and cling to the stems, but the roots
usually survive. Cut injured plants
back to the ground in early spring to
stimulate growth. In areas prone to
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